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EDITORIAL

Support “National Better Hearing and Speech Month”’

Twenty-two million Americans suf-
fer from a hearing or speech disorder.
The major chronic disability in the
United States is said to be hearing im-
pairment affecting 14.5 million per-
sons, including three million school-
age children. From one-third to one-
half of the over 65-year population is
thought to suffer some hearing loss.
Speech impairments are found in ap-
proximately three-and-a-half million
youngsters between the ages of four
and seven years (Sertoma
Foundation).

The Sertoma Foundation of Birm-
ingham, Alabama, has undertaken an
enormous publicity campaign to
familiarize citizens in all states with

the urgency of getting help to speech-,
language-, and hearing-handicapped
individuals. Since many of the pa-
tients treated by oral myologists and
dentists demonstrate speech and
language handicaps, it is appropriate
that we, also, give strong support to
the “Better Hearing and Speech
Month” program this May.

In his January, 1980, Editorial for
the Journal of Dentistry for Children,
George W. Teuscher stressed the im-
portance of language skills. He wrote:

Language is necessary in com-
munication with our peers and with
the public. Clarity and precision of
language are essential to effective
communication . . . Without the

skills of language, we cannot analyze
basic ideas and new propositions.
Furthermore, without the skills of
language, we cannot form ideas and
propositions (JDC, 47:1, p. 16).
Children and adults who are defi-

cient in communication skills suffer
denial of social, vocational, and educa-
tional opportunities. Let us endeavor
to educate more and more people to
an understanding of communication
impairments, and let us all work
harder at our professions to give all
speech-, language-, and hearing-
impaired individuals a chance for a
productive life.
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