Official Journal of the International Association of Orofacial Myology A'-\.I,".\"VEHSABY

Volume 6 | Number1 | p. 1 1980

Commentary

Letter to the Editor: Eternal gratitude

Richard H. Barrett

Suggested Citation
Barrett, R. H. (1980). Letter to the Editor: Eternal gratitude. International Journal of Oral Myology, 6(1), 1.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.52010/ijom.1980.6.1.4

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

The views expressed in this article are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect the policies or positions of the International
Association of Orofacial Myology (IAOM). Identification of specific
products, programs, or equipment does not constitute or imply

endorsement by the authors or the IAOM. The journal in which this

- 4 - . &, INTERNATIONAL
article appears is hosted on Digital Commons, an Elsevier I A%M ASSOCIATION of
platform. - OROFACIAL MYOLOGY


https://ijom.iaom.com/journal
https://ijom.iaom.com/journal
https://ijom.iaom.com/journal/vol6
https://ijom.iaom.com/journal/vol6/iss1
https://ijom.iaom.com/journal/vol6/iss1/4
https://doi.org/10.52010/ijom.1980.6.1.4
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/digital-commons
https://www.iaom.com/
https://www.iaom.com/

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

December 11, 1979

Dear, Dear Editor:

I have waited a few days in order to regain some objectivity before writing this; I hope that
the delay has helped. The Journal arrived on December 7, a fateful day in more than one year.
The members of my family are, by turn, weeping and gloating over the extra copies. We all
thank you for those.

You are not a bad psychologist yourself. A basic goal of psychology is the prediction of
behavior; you predicted almost my exact words when I read your two editorials in this latest
issue (Vol. 5, No. 4:4-6). After all, you did lay it on a bit thick. After the initial surprise, my reac-
tion, and Nita’'s quickly passed through two other stages as we digested your words: first, we
both decided that we would like to meet the fellow that you described; then we found
ourselves looking at each other through very tearful eyes.

The struggle between pride and embarassment was hard-fought: pride in the fact that some
one would find it in their heart to express such wonderful sentiment, at the same time humbl-
ed by the grave doubt that such praise was deserved. This battle is still undecided.

At this point, the one tenet of which I am fairly sure is that you have struck such a high note
that I could never hope to equal or surpass the image you create. Anything I might do now
would be strictly anticlimaetic. Accordingly, I can now fade contentedly into the background,
leaving the icon untarnished, and yielding the field to those with more youthful vigor.

I hope you realize the problems that you have caused when I now meet people who know me
only from your description. Their expectation will be so high, based on your beautifully word-
ed flattery, that I am doomed to dispense only disappointment and disillusion. Nevertheless,
you must know how touched we were, how deeply pleased, and how cherished these two items
will be until our dying day.

I'd better stop, before I start to gush myself. You have our eternal gratitude.
Merry Christmas,

R.H. Barrett,
Tucson, Arizona
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